
CARES ACT STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
 

Governor’s Conference Room and ZOOM 
Monday, July 20, 2020 

3:30-5:00 pm 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
Chair, Elizabeth Smith, Secretary of the Department of Inspector General 
Vice Chair, Dr. Greg Bledsoe, Surgeon General (Department of Health Designee) 
Larry Walther, Secretary of the Department of Finance and Administration 
Mike Preston, Secretary of the Department of Commerce 
Cindy Gillespie, Secretary of the Department of Human Services 
Amy Fecher, Secretary of the Department of Transformation and Shared Services 
Jami Cook, Secretary of the Department of Public Safety 
Johnny Key, Secretary of the Department of Education 
Bill Gossage, Governor’s Office Representative 
Senator Missy Irvin 
Senator Will Bond 
Senator David Wallace 
Representative Lane Jean 
Representative Michelle Gray 
Representative Fred Allen 
 
ADDITIONAL ATTENDEES 
Paul Lothian, Deputy Director, Office of Accounting, Department of Finance & Administration 
Stephanie Williams, Chief of Staff, Arkansas Department of Health 
ShaRhonda Love, Executive Director, Arkansas Minority Health Commission 
Dr. Gloria Richard-Davis, Executive Director, Division of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion, UAMS 
Mireya Reith, Executive Director, Arkansas United 
Keesa Smith, Deputy Director of Youth and Families, Arkansas Department of Human Services 
 
AGENDA 
 

1) Welcome and Opening Remarks  
2) Proposal: Department of Finance & Administration  
3) Minority Health Proposals 

a. Arkansas Black Hall of Fame  
b. Coalition for Tobacco Free Arkansas  
c. Marshallese COVID-19 Task Force/Arkansas Coalition of Marshallese 
d. Northwest Arkansas Council 
e. Arkansas Community COVID Ad-Hoc 
f. Arkansas Medical Dental and Pharmaceutical Association 



g. Health Equity Response Team 
 

WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS 
 
Secretary Elizabeth Smith presented the minutes from the CARES Act Steering Committee 
meeting on July 15, 2020. Representative Lane Jean motioned to approve; Bill Gossage provided 
a second; Secretary Smith called for a vote; the minutes were approved.  
 
PROPOSAL: DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION  
 
Senator Missy Irvin motioned to suspend the rules and allow the proposal from the Department 
of Finance and Administration (DFA) to be reviewed during today’s meeting; Dr. Greg Bledsoe 
provided a second; Secretary Smith called for a vote; the motion passed.  
 
Secretary Larry Walther reminded the Steering Committee that they approved $150 million to be 
set aside for cities and counties, which includes approximately 500 municipalities and 75 
counties. Secretary Walther noted that compliance for these entities is a significant concern of 
DFA, the Arkansas Municipal League, and the Association of Arkansas Counties. Secretary 
Walther added that several state agencies have also received funds which must be documented 
and must meet audit requirements. Secretary Walther noted DFA evaluated three (3) vendors to 
provide a database solution for documentation, compliance, auditing, and reporting. Secretary 
Walther noted the selected vendor, CTEH, will provide services for both the $1.25 billion that 
the Steering Committee is evaluating, as well as additional CARES Act funds distributed to the 
state agencies. Secretary Walther noted DFA is requesting $4 million to be used for contracting 
with CTEH, and that the Governor is supportive of the proposal.  
 
Senator Irvin, Senator Will Bond, and Representative Fred Allen asked questions about the 
capabilities of the system and any prior experience with the selected vendor. Secretary Walther 
and Paul Louthian addressed their questions.  
 
Senator Irvin motioned to approve the proposal; Representative Jean provided a second; 
Secretary Smith called for a vote; the proposal passed. 
 
MINORITY HEALTH PROPOSALS 
 
Secretary Smith noted the Department of Health (ADH) and the Department of Human Services 
(DHS) have been asked to report on these proposals, and DFA has also reviewed and made 
recommendations on a few of the proposals.  
 
Arkansas Black Hall of Fame:  
 
Director ShaRhonda Love noted the Minority Health Commission is able to adapt their existing 
grant process to assist with COVID-related CARES Act requests, and they recommend utilizing 
an application process so the funds being requested by these organizations can be verified. 
Director Love also noted the Minority Health Commission recommends a process of dividing the 



CARES Act payments into four (4) installments, and organizations will be required to prove the 
funds were spent appropriately before they are able to request the next installment.  
Representative Fred Allen asked if the Minority Health Commission will need additional 
resources to monitor and administer these programs. Director Love noted her office will do their 
best to meet the needs of these organizations, and if they find they need additional support they 
will make that request.   
 
Bill Gossage motioned to accept the proposal; Representative Allen provided a second; Secretary 
Smith called for a vote; the proposal passed. 
 
Coalition for Tobacco Free Arkansas:  
 
Director Love noted the Minority Health Commission supports this proposal and this is another 
one that they could manage. Director Love mentioned there were questions about the duplication 
of efforts because the proposal suggested promotion and advertising, but the Coalition for 
Tobacco Free Arkansas can reach a younger age group that needs to hear these messages.   
 
Senator Irvin suggested it may be good to have a report on what was included in the marketing 
plan that Secretary Stacy Hurst did, and that if a marketing plan specific to younger groups is 
needed, we approach that as a statewide effort.  

Senator Will Bond asked if DFA is making a recommendation on each of these proposals. 
Secretary Walther noted DFA has not made a determination on the Coalition for Tobacco Free 
Arkansas proposal at this point in time, and that there are several proposals on today’s agenda 
that DFA would like more time to review.   

Representative Allen emphasized the importance of getting a message out to young people that 
are not wearing masks, and noted that this request is for a small amount of money and the need is 
there.  

Senator Irvin noted that a process was set up with DFA to review these proposals, and she thinks 
the committee should only vote on the three (3) proposals today that DFA has had the chance to 
review: the DFA Vendor Solution proposal, the Arkansas Black Hall of Fame Foundation 
proposal, and the Northwest Arkansas Council proposal. 

Secretary Walther noted DFA is going to be more diligent in vetting proposals with the correct 
agencies so informed decisions can be made on where money is needed and how it should be 
spent.  

Representative Jean motioned to review the Northwest Arkansas Council proposal today and 
table the others; Senator Irvin provided a second; Secretary Smith called for a vote; the motion 
passed. 
 
Northwest Arkansas Council: 
 
Secretary Smith noted the Northwest Arkansas Council is willing to expand the contact tracing 
piece of their proposal to include Yell County and Sevier County due to the large Latinx 



populations in those counties. Secretary Smith noted the addition of these counties will cause the 
contact tracing expenses to increase by about $460,000, and she suggested increasing the request 
to $7 million.  
 
Stephanie Williams noted the Department of Health spoke with the Northwest Arkansas Council 
to ensure the testing request is not duplicative and would not go toward FQHC but to private 
providers to expand testing capacity. Ms. Williams also noted the testing services that the 
Northwest Arkansas Council provides will include five (5) more rural counties that surround 
Washington County and Benton County: Carroll, Newton, Franklin, Crawford, Madison 
Counties would also be served under the testing plan. 
 
Senator Irvin asked for more information about the testing component of the Northwest Arkansas 
Council’s proposal and expressed a concern about the testing needs across the state and slow 
turnaround time for results. Stephanie Williams noted she can get specific information on the 
testing component and she also addressed Senator Irvin’s concerns on delays with testing results 
in labs and how that affects contact tracing. 

Secretary Johnny Key pointed out that (1) Randolph County has seen a great influx of 
Marshallese and Latinx individuals after opening the poultry plant and (2) the Batesville School 
District in Independence County is about 25% Latinx. Secretary Key suggested including those 
counties in the proposal. Secretary Smith agreed to the need; but noted that NWA council could 
not expand contact tracing for the Marshallese in other counties. Smith agreed the Latinx 
populations in those areas could be added for contact tracing to help in those efforts.   

Representative Michelle Gray asked if the Department of Health thinks there will be a need for 
more contact tracers. Stephanie Williams noted the Department of Health does not plan to ask for 
more, but the Northwest Arkansas Council proposal will add more contact tracers if approved, 
and the College of Public Health is in the process of hiring contact tracers for institutions of 
higher education.   

Senator Bond and Secretary Walther both noted the committee should discuss projected needs 
for contact tracing, testing access, and marketing with a state-wide perspective so the committee 
knows how to move forward. Senator Irvin agreed. Stephanie Williams noted she is happy to 
speak with Dr. Romero to see if a presentation on this is possible.  

Representative Jean motioned to adopt the Northwest Arkansas Council’s plan for $7 million and 
to include Independence and Randolph counties in addition to Yell and Sevier counties; 
Representative Gray provided a second; Secretary Smith called a vote; the motion passed.   

Secretary Smith noted she made a mistake on today’s agenda by not including the proposal from 
the Urban League, but the Department of Health has been working with the Urban League and 
that proposal will be kept on the list for review in a future meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 



Arkansas COVID-19 Health Equity Response Team: 
 
Director ShaRhonda Love noted the Minority Health Commission has been working with the 
Health Equity Response Team and supports their proposal, and they could utilize the same 
process as discussed for the Arkansas Black Hall of Fame proposal.   
 
Dr. Gloria Richard-Davis presented the proposal and noted that rapid testing, contact tracing, and 
supporting isolation are key components, as well as addressing the issue of disease management. 
Dr. Davis shared a slideshow with the Steering Committee and emphasized that our current 
healthcare, public health, and economic systems do not adequately and equitably help our 
communities. Dr. Davis noted the Health Equity Response Team has taken a look across the state 
at the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on Hispanic, African American, and Pacific 
Islander communities, and their proposal focuses on extending the reach of healthcare providers, 
primary care offices, and various organizations in order to facilitate access and education in the 
communities that are suffering from a lack of resources. Dr. Davis noted the proposal budgets for 
personal protective equipment (PPE), technology and infrastructure support, and personnel and 
field support.  

Discussion 

Senator Irvin suggested that DHS be involved with this proposal because they already have 
programs for independent clinics and they are familiar with where funding has already gone 
throughout the state. Senator Irvin noted we may be able to expand existing programs at DHS for 
COVID-19 response. 

Secretary Cindy Gillespie noted that she is happy to work with the Health Equity Response 
Team and the Department of Health to evaluate. Secretary Gillespie noted DHS has also been 
working with the Arkansas Medical Dental and Pharmaceutical Association (ADMPA) which 
has some of the same processes, in addition to another group that has some similar concepts.  

Mireya Reith emphasized that there are many nonprofits in the state that can be activated to work 
with minority populations, and there is an opportunity to leverage existing networks and provide 
training to those with relationships within vulnerable populations so they are more effective 
allies.   
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Secretary Smith noted the Federal Reserve has opened up one of its lending programs to 
nonprofit groups so they can now apply for small business-type loans through the federal 
government. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 

 


